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Strategies for urban land use planning for sustainable urban development
Samir Norrie Nassir Areaj Khair

University of Baghdad - Urban and Regional Planning Center for Postgraduate
Abstract

The concept of sustainability is one of the modern concepts that influenced the quality
of the urban plans for the cities, through the interest in the environmental and social aspects as
well as the economic aspect and the need to balance to achieve sustainable development.

The research aims to identify the most prominent methods of sustainable urban land
use planning and the strategies developed within these approaches to achieve sustainable
development. The research started from the problem of a knowledge gap in adopting
sustainable approaches and strategies when planning urban land uses for the holy city of
Karbala.

In the theoretical aspect, the concepts of sustainable development, sustainable
planning methodologies and strategies were identified. Several strategies were developed to
be applied in the practical aspect by conducting a questionnaire for professionals working in
the study area to demonstrate the application of the selected strategies in planning, designing
and implementing urban land uses for the holy city of Karbala (Study area).

One of the main conclusions of the research is that there is a great weakness in the
adoption of sustainable strategies in the planning, design and implementation of urban land
uses of the holy city of Karbala.

The study recommended the need to adopt sustainable approaches and strategies when
planning the urban land uses of the city to achieve sustainable development.

Keywords: Urban Land Use, Sustainable planning, Karbala City, sustainable development ,
Planning strategies.
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Conclusions:

1-

2-
3-

Achieving urban sustainability requires balancing environmental, social, economic and
urban objectives when planning urban land uses.

Planning is the main forum for achieving the sustainable development goals.

The new smart, urban and eco-urban growth approaches are among the most prominent
planning approaches to the urban land use planning, which contain several strategies or
principles for sustainable urban development.

There is great weakness in the implementation of most strategies for the sustainable
planning of the uses of the urban land of the city of Karbala.

There is a shortage of services provided to the residents of the city.

The weakness of the regulatory Institutions and the presence of urgent housing need led to
the random fragmentation of the orchards and their transformation into informal
residential areas.
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Recommendations:

The need to adopt modern planning methodologies and sustainable strategies in planning
urban land uses of the city to achieve sustainable urban development.

The necessity to provide basic services to the population of the city.

The need existence of an official Institutions (planning, executive or both) to monitor and
evaluate urban plans developed and their contribution to sustainable urban development.
The need to preserve the orchards and prevent the indiscriminate fragmentation through
the tightening of municipal control and the application of laws that prevent this.
Admission the employers working on the planning, design and implementation of urban
land use of the holy city of Karbala in the courses to identify the most prominent methods
of sustainable planning and strategies to achieve sustainable development.
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